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Notes by Jeff Bettencourt after 2 years teaching: 2006-8

After teaching English in Long My for two years I would like to tell you what I think about the program.

The students consist of all walks of life from doctors, police officers, teachers, high school and middle school students, and government employees.  The age range of students is perhaps from 12-60 years old.  They are studying the nationally recognized Level A, B, C exams.

The enrollment in these classes has been great.  In Long My there are typically more than 200 students enrolled in a 6 month term.  In Vi Thanh, the provincial capital, there are perhaps 100 students enrolled per term.  This high level of enrollment indicates that the people of Hau Giang Province are eager to learn English.

Why is this?  Many of the younger students say that they want to become English teachers.  For the others, it is personal fulfillment, career advancement opportunities, or in order to seek new work where knowledge of English would be considered beneficial.

After teaching for two years here I my thoughts on the classes--let's call them 'comments/issues to resolve.'

There is a very high passing percentage in our classes, upwards of 65%.  This is very good.  

Class size should be considered in the future.  Often classes have between 50 and 80 students.  In order to be truly effective they should be smaller, 30 students max.  

Text books:  Often students students don't have the class textbook until after the first month.  Some students never have the books.  Also, the textbooks are photocopies, which often renders the pictures in the books useless.  All students should have textbooks within the first week or two of classes.

Level Disparity:  The level of English within a given class varies greatly.  For example, there are students in the Level A classes that could easily sit in on the Level C classes and do well. The same could be said in reverse.  Some students in Level C should be in the Level A classes.  Why is this?  The classes are simply decided based on who has what certificate.  Some students with Level B certificates have attained their certificates many years ago and since then have not practiced English further while some students with no certificate at all have been studying English either on their own or elsewhere and have attained a high level of proficiency already.  This disparity within a given class leads to difficulty in preparing a lesson suitable for all those in the class.

Further considerations:

It would be nice to reach the younger students of Long My in their schools.  I think it would be beneficial to teach the students at the Middle and High School level at their school.  We have asked for a rotating schedule through the schools but it has never come to fruition.  For example, visit one English class at one school one day per week simply to talk with the students.  

Overall, I feel that the classes in Long My, Hau Giang are very beneficial and rewarding for those who participate.  The classes should definitely be continued in the future.
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