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Very few farms subsist
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Tánh Linh, 100.000 inhabitants, 

One single billboard.
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At a recent women’s group gathering : we inform and explain.
The bird flu is back!
Since December thousands of birds have died in the delta, fortunately no human victims. The alert has been given all over the country and large budgets have been allocated. The message has been on TV, but "It is too fast, we do not understand what they say. We do not know where the bird flu comes from, what is causing it, nor what we must do", complained women at one group meeting the other day. "The bird flu is only for new varieties of birds, not for our traditional chicken". "They get the flu from the feed we buy". All wrong, but this is what the people understand, beyond the veterinary services. The latter have enough brochures, hold a few meetings, much too little. They disinfect a circle of several hundred meters around the farms where animals died. Transport is forbidden but the people must live and find their way. In the delta many buy sick birds because they are... cheaper.

Even though the number of direct victims is relatively small, the economic impact is huge because the farmers have lost an important source of income. Many have been ruined in a few days. It is difficult to find an alternative, especially for the very poor, who have little or no land.

We have contacted the World Bank, The Asian development Bank, FAO, USAID, and other large institutions. We ask for 3000 euros per district, equivalent to 2 cents per inhabitant! 12 euros per village. We propose to intensify the number of farmers' and women's meetings, to mobilize even more our theatre groups. We have had one response: "You are doing a good job, with so little money. This is the right way. But we have nothing for NGOs».

We do what we can with the little we have. Tired of nice words? You want to be more practical? Just a click...
Bernard KERVYN, 12th February 2007

