Duoc, peasant and agronomist
« I confess: when I heard about Viêt Nam Plus I just took my motorcycle and came to see you. I had just married and my wife and I could not make both ends meet, I had to find a job. Before I had worked for a company, for 6 months. The boss made me sign an acknowledgement of debt for 2/3 of my pay every month! I come from a family of 7, my parents have no land left. My father is a daily laborer on a fishing boat. 
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Duoc, always enthusiastic
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130 people and we had a lot of fun
-How did you pay your university?

-I thought Vietnam would always need agronomists, and as I come from a poor family I managed to have a loan from the bank. Today I am happy, I like my work at Viêt Nam Plus and I have a salary! »

Duoc is our new agronomist. Always a huge smile, rough but dynamic, a strong determination. Hàng, in charge of the Dúc Linh program, is optimistic: « When I suggest him a new idea, he thinks about it, we talk it over, he does not loose a minute. This is really great. » Example: the farmers groups become less active now, this was to be expected: after 30 or 40 meetings and trainings, they have covered most topics several times. Instead of waiting for the team to challenge him at the monthly meetings («you the agronomists, you seem to work less and less! »), Duoc has visited the village heads, the women’s groups… « They are all farmers after all, even though they are not members of the farmers’ groups! » He organizes trainings for all. «Last week we were 130! We had a quiz, for each small group who could answer first. It was a great success! »

Duoc spends most of his time in the field, his passion. «The technique of the ‘3 minus - 3 plus’, it is not in the office that you show it. Half less seeds but the right quantity properly spaced; fertilizer after 7-10 days and not 25 is much more efficient and we can put less ; a careful follow-up, as soon as we see anything abnormal we react immediately, thus less pesticides again. Yields have increased from 4,5 tons before to 6,5 tons today ; costs are less, and with 
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Sow in rows, just the right quantity of seeds and regularly spaced.
less chemicals the rice is tastier! Profits have thus increased from 20 euros/1000 m2 to 40 euros. The risks are also smaller. »
One farmer: «The technique ‘3 minus - 3 plus’ is not new. If it works today it is because Duo is often in the fields with us. As soon as there is a doubt, we talk about it, we react at once. »

During the last months torrential rains have fallen upon Vietnam and China. In Dúc Linh tens of thousands of hectares have been destroyed. The rest does not look nice neither. The officers at the extension office came to see the fields and offered 7 cents per kilo. Chilling! Duoc was at the meetings with the farmers: «We decided not to sell and we did well : today we sell at 12 cents…
For the first crop only 13 farmers followed the advice. Today they are 36. Many farmers want to buy the seeds, the technique has proven itself.»
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