Devastating rains
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The paddy is devastated
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With 3 walls and a shaky roof, the heavy rains are like torture. Still the people smile and welcome visitors heart fully.
Bad year for the peasants
. In April the early rains misled many peasants who sowed their paddy: this was soon followed by several weeks of drought and the seeds were lost for most. One had to sow again, thus increasing the costs for a crop which usually generates only 250$/ha in profit. But in August came another disaster: torrential rains for weeks: the roads were turned into dangerous rivers, the fields became like lakes. Paddy can remain under water for a few days but not more. The authorities estimate tens of thousands of hectares have been wasted, sometimes the rice is given to the pigs.
One among others: Nguyên Phuoc Nhân in Nghị Dúc (Tánh Linh). He has harvested 120 kilos instead of 2 tons, on half a hectare. Because he has a wife and 2 children, this land is never enough of course, so he works as daily laborer. But during the rains nobody wants to pay a daily laborer! His family is amongst the poorest with 8 dollars/person per month. He invested 160$ for this crop but has harvested only 12. It will be very hard to recover from this.
The authorities did not waste time and soon distributed little help to the poorest. Noodles and fish sauce worth 5$ per household. They have promised to give seeds also.
For the last 3 years we have concentrated much of our efforts for the poorest 3%. 918 household have received a small loan for a small agriculture or livestock project. The results are splendid: incomes increase, the people recover their confidence, and because we never do anything without a high participation of the community, the villagers as a whole become stronger and are proud of the achievements. The team in the field has asked permission to give emergency help to 88 families, so that the floods would not throw them back into deep poverty. We need 1920$.
Nghia (agronomist) and Bernard KERVYN, 31/08/2006

� Not for all of them , fortunately








