Muôi, peasant woman and actress.
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«I would have liked to continue my studies but my family was too poor. My sister had to stop going to school when she was in the seventh grade because our mother caught a disease. Now I am working I can help them. My utmost wish is to see my brother graduated." Muôi has been 20 years old for two weeks. She is the third child in a family living in Mekong Delta. The theatre is a wonderful tool. In only one year more than 10.960 spectators attended the plays acting by Muôi’s theatre company. A different way to tell again why hygiene is so important in an area where 90% of the households do not have any latrines. Everything goes through the canals where they bathe, where they do the washing up and so on. Last night Muôi was acting a pregnant woman married to a violent and alcoholic husband.
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The audience sometimes reacts when Muôi is being beaten … then we start hoping theatre can really make the difference. The starting point of the project is to target on internal resources of the village: they don't hire professionals from the city who would leave the village as soon as the show ends and which would cost quite a lot. They prefer to use peasants from the spot who act for the fun of it: for them it can even become a new job and sometimes a passion. "The representative for the 'Women's Union' proposed me to join; she couldn't do it by herself because she was already involved in the 'savings-credits' groups. I enjoyed it at once."
In November a Belgian company named 'Croquemitaine' came to work with them. Marcel and Guido were satisfied with the show and chose six actors to go on stage in Europe: Muôi was in and played with a hell of emotion. They were also asked to act for the District at the provincial concourse; they ended up second. Muôi who ? Muôi from Xà Phiên, a tiny parish among the poorest ones far from everything. A modest family in which each member sees it through with only 35 euro-cents a day.
Muôi has the grit and a lot of cheek to join the company. She was jeered at and had to go with the company for 4 months to be be trained. She is on stage every evening and is now preparing herself for the show in Europe! The Traditions are quite inveterate … particularly for girls. Her parents: "We are happy for her: Muôi earns 55 euros a month, less during the Monsoon because the actors are only paid when they are acting, except for the rehearsal.

Bernard KERVYN, 15th May 2006
(Translated by Frédéric Pain)
